Uterine gestational choriocarcinoma developing after a long latent period in a postmenopausal woman: the value of DNA polymorphism studies.
This article reports a uterine gestational choriocarcinoma arising in a 57-year-old woman with a long latent period of 22 years from the last known pregnancy. Diagnosis was made on an endometrial biopsy specimen, and given the age of the patient, the long latent period, and the limited sample, trophoblastic differentiation within an endometrial carcinoma was considered. The results of DNA polymorphism studies illustrated both paternal and maternal alleles within the tumor in equal amounts, confirming the neoplasm to be gestational in origin and to have originated from a nonmolar gestation. The report discusses the value of DNA polymorphism studies in distinguishing gestational from nongestational choriocarcinoma and from trophoblastic differentiation within a carcinoma.